
8th Grade Washington DC Trip Registration Information.  If you were unable to attend the parent 
meeting on Thursday, October 11 at 6pm in the media center and would like to register your child for 
the trip Wednesday, May 8- Friday, May 10th, Please refer to the following.  This trip is only available to 
current 8th grade Derby students. 
 
The price of the trip is $1399.  This is an all-inclusive price.  All expenses will be covered aside from a 
couple of occasions where tipping is appropriate and personal spending money.  Please be advised that 
you are entering into a contract with the tour company, Worldstrides.  I do not set the price, or handle 
any aspect of the finances.   When the opportunity presents itself, I do negotiate on your behalf and as 
your representative. My only consideration is to get you the best quality experience for the lowest price 
possible.   I often solicit quotes from competive tour companies to make sure that we are receiving at 
least fair market value.    While I can sometimes answer basic questions, based on anecdotal experience 
with previous parents, you will be best served by directly calling Worldstrides with your questions or 
concerns on financial matters. Their customer service number is 800-468-5899.  I do know that will have 
to pay a $99 nonrefundable deposit to register, regardless of whether or not you child ultimately 
travels.  If you’re worried that you may have to cancel for any reason, I can tell you that Worldstrides 
offers trip insurance for those so inclined to purchase it.  If you have need for financial assistance you 
may want to register by phone so that you can inquire as to what the company has available.   Please 
contact me as well at chalverson@birmingham.k12.mi.us so that I can follow up if necessary and so that 
we can discuss any other options that may be available.   
 
 
The Registration deadline is November 20, 2018.  No one will be able to register for the trip after this 
date. 
 
Registration can be done in 3 ways.  Regardless of which method you choose, you must refer to TRIP ID 
159686 when registering.  All three will work, but in the interest of efficiency, I recommend either of the 
first two 
 
Online:  Go to www.worldstrides.com/signup  provide the trip id 159686, follow the prompts and fill in 
the forms. 
 
Phone:  Call 800-468-5899.  The operator will guide you through the process.  Just provide the trip id 
159686, when asked 
 
Mail:  You can pick up a registration packet in the office.  Just fill out the forms and mail it to them 
directly.  Do NOT send it back to school.   
 
Due to the overwhelming response to last spring’s early registration, there are a few things you should 
be aware of before registering. 
 
First, when you register, you will be put on a waiting list, you will not be automatically set to 
travel.  Registration closes on November 20th.  If at that time there is space for all registrants, your child 
will automatically be moved over to the active participant list.  You can confirm that on November 21st, 
by logging on to the account you created with Worldstrides.   
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If there are more registrants then we have space for, we will randomly select students on the waitlist to 
be moved over to the active participant list.  We will use this same process to determine the order that 
each child will be placed on the wait list.   
 
For example:  If there are 10 open spots and we get 10 or less new registrants, everyone will be 
accommodated.  Every new registrant will be transferred as described above.   
 
If we get 20 new registrants, then shortly after the registration deadline of November 20th, we will 
randomly select names to be put on the active roster of travelers, and to determine the order of the 
waiting list.  The first 10 names drawn are on the trip.  The 11th name drawn will be first on the waiting 
list.  The 12th name will be second and so on…….As students drop out, the students from the waiting list 
will be moved onto the trip in the order that they are on the waiting list. 
 
Second, while we will all be in DC on the same dates, the size of the group necessitates that I break them 
up into 2 separate trips that will follow 2 different but very comparable itineraries.  There is no way for 
me to navigate 4 bus loads of 8th graders safely through our nation’s capital, and keep on the same 
schedule.  Once I have my finalized list of travelers, I will hold a student meeting during school hours and 
explain how we will separate them into their trip groups and bus groups.  I will send a group email to all 
of you outlining the process after the meeting, but essentially I will give the kids a list of students that 
will be on the trip, and week or so to coordinate with their friends and fellow travelers.  I will instruct 
them on how to figure out who they want to room with on the trip.  There are 4 kids to a room.  Once I 
have the rooms settled, I will confer with the chaperones, and we will sort them into bus groups by 
rooms.  There will be two busses on each trip, and each trip will have its own itinerary (again different 
but comparable). While I cannot promise you that the logistics will work out, I will make every effort to 
get the whole group together as often as I can.  It’s my understanding that we may all end up in the 
same hotel, and we may be able to get together as a whole group at one or both of the night time 
activities. 
 
Third, while Worldstrides does provide an option for adult travelers, this is a student only trip.   No 
parents will be able to join us.  I realize that some of you will be relieved to hear that but other will be 
disappointed.  The rational for this is multifaceted and I will be happy to discuss it with you should you 
have any questions or concerns, but please keep in mind that space is limited and if I take adults, I have 
to leave students behind.  Also realize that your children will be looked over by very talented and 
experienced educators.  We know your kids and we know how to manage groups of kids.  We are so 
good at it that people pay us to do it every day ;).  In addition to Derby staff, Worldstrides has 
representatives in our hotels, on our busses and posted throughout the city.  Their job is to make sure 
we are safe and happy.  We have everything from doctors on call specifically for our group to night 
guards who post up at strategic spots in the hallway to monitor and record any disturbance they witness 
after lights out has been called.  If there is an emergency or issue that needs my attention, I will be 
awoken and will address it personally. 
What I want you to understand is that this is an outstanding opportunity to let your kids spread their 
wings a little and see the world on their own, while still being in a safe environment.  While your kids are 
on this school trip, you may choose to enjoy a short vacation from parenting while they are gone. 
 
Once registration closes and the trip is finalized I will send out the first group email.  This will be the 
only way I will communicate updates or important information regarding the trip.  Unless, I find a 
better option, I will use an email push program that is provided by Worldstrides.   Communication will 
be sent to the email address that you provided Worldstrides when you registered.  If you don’t get the 



initial email between 11/21 and 12/15 log into your Worldstrides account and make sure your address is 
entered properly.  If it is, go to your spam folder.  If you find it there, add the address that generated the 
email to your contacts and that should solve the problem.  If you wish to change your email address or 
add another, you must do it through your Worldstrides account.  Never reply to those emails directly as 
I will not get them.   
 
If you have any questions, or concerns please feel free to contact me directly at 
chalverson@birmingham.k12.mi.us  If you feel like a phone call would be a more conducive way to 
communicate, send me an email with your phone number and I will gladly call you back at my first 
opportunity. 
 
Regards 
 
Chris Halverson 
7th Grade Math Teacher  
Derby Middle School 
1300 Derby Road  
Birmingham, MI 48009 
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